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The art of

beadwork in

Nunavik

Since the beginning ok time, Inuit have
decorated their clothing using difFerent
materials and techhiques: animal skin
?ringes, small pieces of bone and ivory,
Fur appliques, etc.

Later, with the arrival of merchants and

trade, Inuit beﬁan to adop+ different

techniques as new materials aPPeared in
the North.

The work of Eligapeé Peters, Kuujjuaq

Spoons, pieces of ammunition, coins,
wood, lead, brass and beads of different
origins began to appear on traditional
clothing to decorate coats and outkits.
Glass beads were reportedy available as
early as 1685, and available at the Fort
Churchill +rachr|3 post; they quickly

became popular in the Nor+th.

With the sapangait (Ungava Bay) or pilutiit
(Hudson Bay) (glass beads), sewers could
let their creativity run Free by explor‘ing
and decorating their clothes. The art ofF
beading quickly became a popular
techhique For Inuit as a way to persondlize
clo+hinﬁ. Thus, the technique was
integrated into Inuit material culture, with
the qallinit (uppers) on the kamik and the
sawviguti (beaded breastplate) on the
amauti. In addition to being found on
clothing, beadwork quickly found its place
and adllowed For the decoration of various

accessories such as jewelry and baas.

Sawviguti made Iay Ayanaylﬁok

1979, Kanalqsualuﬂuaq
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According to Ms. Cencig From
Avatag, ‘old sapangoit (ﬁla«;‘; beads)
were found not Far From the ancient
community of Kiliniq, near the tip of
Quebec-Labrador, on the JcDe-l
archaeclogical site: Nunainﬁok. These
beads represent the recent historical
Periocl of occupation of this camp
which was used by the Inuit and their
predecessors, approximately 2500

years ago until the 950s."

The art of Ioeacling is dlso a way to

share, by +eachir\ﬂ the technique or

learning it, From others, to pass on

Image taken from Niviarsiat iluggusinniarutingit 200

this art to the next [aener'aﬂons], as

AL N® (amauti): Ihuit clothing

desiﬁned to carry a child in the
hood

a legacy.

L<AJdN (9avviﬁu+i): Beaded
brea9+PIa+e

PosT>UC (kinirmiutait):
Decorative Pieces sewh onto the
Here is a Pic+ure of an amauti with some amauti

vocabular'y words of the different 9rCrdc ASINC (Kusitsiat Piqu+ii+):
beaded parts. Charms

acDqgse (na++ur‘aa|): Loop created
from a walrus tusk used to hold

JcDe: Nunaiaok, archeoloaical site the belt in Place. [
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Anrie is originally From Kuujjuaq and has lived near Montreal for many years. She
does beadwork in many different ways, including framed pieces, clothing
appliques and jewelry. She sews appliques on pants, togues, headbands, etc. Her
pieces of jewelry include necklaces, bracelets and earrings. Annie uses difFerent
materials for her beadwork such as beads, Felt, thread and canvas to solidify
the work. Her Favorite themes are northern Fowers and animals,
butterflies and Inuit tools such as the kakivak and uluk. Annie's work can be seen
oh her Facebook page, Biuyuk.

Annie

Hickey

'Beaded berries' colection

Headbaond with kakivak and beaded uluk
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Who inspired the artist?

Beaded necklace



Julie was born in 1979 in Kuujjuaq and now lives in Notre-Dame-de-Llle-Perrot. There is no limit to
the techhiques she uses and she likes working with different materials accorc(inﬂ to the latest
trend. she does beadwork, knits, mokes clothes and so much more. The materials she currently
uses are caribou fur and antlers as well as ivory. As for themes, everything that surrounds her,
in fact, inspires her. Julie is the artist of the month for May 2021 for Tagitamaat and is
recognized for her work as part of the Nunavik Arts Secretariat. It is possible to Find a
caribou skin amauti (collaboration with Beatrice Deer), sewn in the traditional way in the
permanent exhibition at the Musée de 'Homme in Paris and a sealskin arnoutik. with beading at the
IUMA exhibition at the Winnipeg Art Gallery (collaboration with Beatrice Deer);, as well as the
Avataq collection which includes some of her work. In 202, Julie Grenier aso beaded a garment

made by Victoria Okpik For the new Governor General of Canada, Mary Simon

Julie

Grenier

Beaded uluk

Beaded earrings
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Who inspired the artist?

Sealskin arnautik with Iaeacling
in collaboration with Beatrice Deer
Designed For the INUA Exhibition of Qaumajuq at
the WAG



Tagralik was born in 1975 in Kuujjuaq and now lives in Ottawa, Ontario. This multidisciplinary artist
enjoys using her words to write and recite poetry. When Tagralik does beadwork, she likes to
use beads and recycled materials such as coins, hooks and varicus pieces of Fabric. What
inspires her work are the questions she has about various issues such as climate change. She
also uses her own liFe experiences aond her observations as inspiration. Taqr‘alik created a series
of works called Apirsait (the spirits we can call upon to guicle us in times of great heed). These
works were accompanied by a text a;king questions about events that were +aking place
around her at that time. It was possible to view this installation at the 22nd Biennadle of Sydney in
2020. Some of Tagrdlik's work can also be Found in the Nunhavik Art Collection of the Avataq

Cultural Institute and in various exhibitions in Canada and New-Zealand.

Taqralik
Par'Jrr'idﬂe

Parts of the Apirsait
installation in S\/clr\ey
2020
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Quotes From the artist

Tusarsouvungaa installation
Exhibition Among All These Tundras, produced by
Gdlerie Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gollery
2018-2.019




Elisapee was borh in 1936 in Kuujjuaq where she still lives +oday. She makes slippers
and kamik. by inserting a beaded upper (galliniq). She uses leather o make her kamik
and then uses beads to decorate them She does not Follow a specific theme when
she makes her uppers but she does like to make Flowers. Elisapee was inspired by

her sister Joana, who was always Iousy sewina someﬂwina.

Slippers with beaded

uppers ( qalliﬂii’r)

EIicsaPee

Peters

Beaded uppers
(gallinit)
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What would be the best advice for students who
waht to become artists?

She would like students to learn
From her work, to +r'y to make
some+hin3 easy that will make them

want to do more.
Pair of kamik. with beaded uppers

(gallinit)




Alacie is an artist born onh October 13, 1983 in Kangirsuk, where she stil lives +oo|ay. She
likes to moke pieces using dif-Ferent techniques including beadwork, drawing (lead
pencils, coloured pencils, pen and permanent marker), acrylic and water colour
painting as well as crochet and embroidery. In beading Alocie creates dibferent
accessories such as heckloces, earrings, uppers (qalliniH-) and breas+Pla+es For amauti
(savviﬂuﬁ) When beadihg uppers, she incorporates many themes, but Pre?ers Flowers.
Alacie participated in a jewelry making workshop offered by Mokivik a couple of

years ago, which dlowed her to create dll kinds of jewelry using her beads.

Beaded uppers (qallinii-l-)

Alacie

L_ucassie

Beaded breastplate (savviﬁuﬁ) For amauti
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Who inspired the artist?

Uluit made with acr‘ylic Pain+



Amilia is a beadwork artist born on August 3| 1998 in Kanairc;ujuaq‘ She now lives in Montreadl. In
Ioeaohng, Amilia makes mostly accessories like earrings and necklaces. She uses a brick stitch, but
also Pr‘inaes. She likes to add unique details to her earrings such as Fur pompoms, semi-precious

stones and Pringeg. Amilia is inspired by her Inuit culture and the nature around her, which she
always uses as a theme in her designs. In January 2022, Amilia created an Instagraom page, Inuk£ul,

where you can Find her jewelry and clothing creations, as well as those of her sister and mother;
it's essentially a page of Family creations. You con aso Find her digital creations (Pho+06raph9) on

the Arctic Guide Instagram page.
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What would be the best advice fFor students who
waht to become artists?

Beaded earrings with Fur



Susie was born ih Salluit on March |, 1993, where she still lives +oday‘ Susie likes to use
beads to make earrings with ?r‘inges. She adlso makes breastplates (savviauﬁ) to
embellish the Front of the amauti. When making earrings, she uses beads, difFerent
types of leather and sealskin. The uluk is a theme that she likes to exploit. Susie
learned to bead on her own after seeing beaded jewelry that she couldnt afford

because they were too expensive. She decided to learn how to make them herself

Beaded earrings

Susie

Cameron

Beaded breastplate (savviau+i)
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Quote From the artist

uluk—shaped beaded earrings
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I_yalia
Audlaluk

"

NUNAVIK

Lydia is a young artist born in Ivujivik in 1994. She currently lives in Montreal. Lydia is an artist
who learned how to bead on her own. She incorporates many of the concepts she learned in
school during her culture classes and sewing techniques she learned From her mother and her
aunt. she mokes jewelry, mostly using beading techniques. When Lydia makes earrings, she also
uses sealskin and caribou fur. she is inspired by the elements of nature around her (aurora
boreadlis, Flowers, animals, etc.) and tools From the Inuit culture, such as uluk. You can

Lind her jewelry on her Inc:.+agram page, Anouapik. She also has pieces at the sAW Grallery in

OtHawa and is currently working with the Guilde to add her jewelry.
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What

would be the best advice For students
who want to become artists?

DiffFerent earrings with in+egr'a+ed sealskin



Louisa is a young artist born in 1991 in Puvirnituq and has lived in Inukjuaq since
20 | I. She uses the theme of Fowers and uluk in her beading and prefers to
make appligues and then sews them on to dif-Ferent elements - mittens,
headbands and purses. Louisa diso likes to moke accessories such as
cardholders with a beaded clesian. it is possible to Find her work on her
private Facebook page.

Cardnolder with beaded uluk

Accessories with beaded Flowers
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Quote from the artist

Beaded Flower



Jeannie was born in April 1981 in Inujuok. She has been living in Montreal For many
years. Jeannie is a beadwork artist who likes to work with difFerent elements
such as jewelry, winter clothes, Christmas decorations, and galliniit (uPPers on

kamik. ond slippers) She is diso an excellent sewer and uses her tdents to
create jockets, show pants and Fur hats. She dlso makes crochet hats and
blankets. This artist much prefers to work on uppers and Flower-pattern
beadwork. Jeannie dlso lkes to create desiar\f—:. with ﬁr‘adienJr colours. You can
view Jeannie's work. on her Facebook page, Kiluit Creations.

Jeannie

Beaded Flower

Nayoumea\uk

Slippers and pualuuk (mittens)
with beadwork
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Quote From the artist

Beaded uppers (qualinit)
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Daphhe was born on November 10, 1993, in Kuujjuaroapik, where she still lives +oolay.
She makes beaded earrings and diso likes to sew jackets with seadlskin accents.
When she makes earrings, she uses beads, but also Foke leather and different
Pindinﬂs that she likes to add that give her accessories a unique look. Her new
earrings are made of raised beads. Daphne does hot have a specific theme that

she likes to Follow, preferring instead to create according to what she Feels and

she sees in her imagination. She lounched her own business, New Inuk, and it is
Possible to view her creations oh her Facebook page, Daphhe’'s Creations.

Daphne

Calvin

Beaded earrings with wood inserts

Beaded earrings
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Who inspired the artist

Beaded earrings
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