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THE INUIT LANGUAGE
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Sounds shared in Inuktitut and English Sounds not shared

/p, t, k, v, s, y, m, n, ng, l,/ Inuktitut only

/q, r, g/

English only

/b, d, f, z, th, th, sh, zh, ch, j-
dge, r, w, h, g (go etc) / 

Sons partagés en inuktitut et en français Sons non partagés

/p, t, k, v, s, y, m, n, ng, l, r/ Inuktitut seulement

/q, « g » /

Français seulement

/b, d, f, z, ch, j (ji), w, g (ga) / 
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Inuit students learning English/French may have challenges 
hearing the difference in words that contain non-Inuktitut 
vowels and consonants or that break Inuktitut word/syllable
rules. 
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Tusaatsiangittunga
gñ5yxq5gz
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www.tusaalanga.ca
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Nirijuq. Nirijuq.

19 20

21 22

23 24



5

•

•

•

25 26

27 28

29 30



6

•
•

•
•

•

sc
or

e 
in

 In
uk

ti
tu

t 
  l

an
gu

ag
e 

on
 te

st
in

g

Schooling in Inuktitut

Schooling in French

Schooling in English

2 start    2 endK start     K end 1 start     1 end
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Euro-Canadian values and beliefs Traditional Inuit perspectives

Talkativeness  valued Silence seen as a mark of intelligence, 
respect, agreement and understanding

Children’s displays of knowledge is 
encouraged (e.g what’s this?”, “show 
me the red one”)

Displays of knowledge “e.g. show me your 
nose etc” rare. 

Questioning and initiating conversation 
by children valued

Asking questions  actively discouraged

One to one between child/adult  
interactions common

Children should not participate in adult 
conversations;  they should just enjoy 
childhood

Politeness routines (please, thank you) 
are important

No word for “please” in Inuktitut. 
No need to say “thank you” for small things. 
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Euro-Canadian values and beliefs Traditional Inuit Perspectives

Learning by listening to instruction Learning by watching and observing. 

Copying from others is cheating Watching and copying from peers/adults is a 
good way to learn.

Making mistakes is alright and is part of 
learning

Should wait to do activities until you are 
competent and confident.  

Individuality and individualism highly 
valued : 
• Hands up routines and calling on 

individual students
• Evaluation of individual students’ 

responses as correct/incorrect

The group and group goals/cohesion are highly  
valued:
• No hands up routine and instead call on 

class to answer together
• Avoided directly evaluating student 

responses as correct/incorrect: no negative 
evaluations; “encouraging talk” rather than 
overt praise. 
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ᓇᑦᓯᖅ seal phoque

ᓇᓄᖅ polar bear ours polaire
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Consonant

r shape =/k/

m shape =/m/

Vowel

direction =/ai/

direction =/i/

direction =/u/

direction =/a/
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The Reading Rope

Scarborough, H. (2003). In Handbook of Early Literacy Research (pp 97-110). 

Background knowledge

Vocabulary knowledge

Grammar knowledge

Thinking skills

Phonological awareness

Sight words

Letter/sound (phonics)

Fluent reading and 
excellent  reading 
comprehension 

READING ROPE: IMPLICATIONS 
FOR TEACHERS
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