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Carving before the

940's

Ihuit have been practicing
the traditional art of
carving for thousands of
years. In the earlier years,
+hey were mosHy carvin
utensils, tools for huntin
and Fishin (harpoon heads,
arrowheads, knives) as well
as toys and containers.
These items could be carved
out of bone, antler, ivor
and dr‘iPJrina wood depending
oh the reﬁion. Mos+t
carvings were very small
pieces, due to the nomadic

way ofF life.

Although the Inuit of ungava
also made carvings, they
seem to have produced less
than the Inuit From the
Hudson Coast, ossibly due
to a lack o«g stonhes.

The qullig, a seal oil IamP,
was mostly carved out of
steatite or eoaP9+one. The
qullig was a very imPor+an+
item used For cooking,
lighting and heating the tent
or the igloo. Men used *to
Iar'in@ smaller qulligs on their
hun+in3 travels as they were
Iigh+er‘ than r‘e@ular qulligs
used ih the home.

Petroglyphs (carvinﬁs in
rock) can be found near
Kanﬂiqsujuaq.

A very small mask was made
by Inuit before 400 B.C. It
was found near salluit, on an
island at the archeological
Tyara site.
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Carvir\a g
the 1940's

Before the 1940's, the Inuit
from Nunhavik traded some
of their carvings with
whalers, explorers and other
arctic visitors.

Ih 1948, James Houston a
young artist From Ontario,
went to Inukjuak to draw
Arctic Iandscape«;. While he
was there, he traded one of
his drawings for a carving
made by Nayoumealuk. He
then brought back to
Montreal a alaozen carvinﬁs
From Nunavik. These
carvings sold very quickly
and he encour'aaed lhuit to
create art objects to help
the economic situation at+ the
time.

Paulosie Kasadluak,
Inukjuak

‘Hint of sedna' by Lawson
Tuckatuck

The stones used to carve in
Nunavik are mostl
serpentine found along the
bank of the Inukjuak River
and steatite, which is found
in many different
communities (Puvirnitugq,
Akulivik, Ivujivik and salluit).
lhuit used to go to the
quarries during the winter
as it was easier to bring
back the stonhes on a
gqamutik. They would use
Files and pocket knives to
mine and to work the stone.
Many artists would use seal
blubber to give the stone a
dark Finish.

In the 2ist cen+ury, Inuit are
still carvina. Sculp+or9 use
mechanical tools and electric
gr"mcler's but the steps to
cr'ea+inﬁ a carvinﬁ are
ec;c;er\+ially the same. They
can find stone at the quarry
and extract it with an axe.
Then they saw or chop ofF
useless parts of the
sculpture. Then, using
knives and gauges, they make
more details in the stone.
The next step is Piling and
Poliehina the «;cuIPJrur'e. The
scuIP+or will then shine the
Final product, possibly with

clear shoe Polish. T
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Lawson is an artist from Kuujjuareapik born on March 14, 1976. He is how
living in Kuujuaq and working at the Education Services For Kativik lisarnilirinia
Lawson is a sculptor and jewelelry-maker and uses many different mediums
such as marble, soapstone, muskox horn, caribou antler, and ivory. He likes
to incorporate many mediums in one sculpture. Many of his pieces
represent traditional themes like Inuit stories, Iegencls, myths ond events.
some of his art can be Found in international museums like the Canadian
Museum of Inuit Art in Toronto and the Musée des Confluences in Lyon,
France.
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What would be your best piece ot advice to
students who want to be artists?

"Elegance"
2006



Nooh Meeko was born in Sanikiluaq in 1928, but moved to Kuujjuaraapik. with his
Pamily when he was a chid.  He is known for his carvings and his printmaking,
He carved his own print stones and also carved those of his wike, Lucy
Meeko. Some of his prints made From stenciling and sik-screening were
presented in the 1973 Print Collection. Nodh has adlso worked with show
sculptures. He participated in national competitions of snow sculpture held in
Quebec in 1977 and 1982. His work can be found in collections around Canada
and he has been Featured in exhibits in Jerusalum and throughout the United
States.

‘Bear Shaman'
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Fun fact about the artist

'Mother and son'
1973



O NUNAVIK

Joshua Jr. Sdla was born in Sanikiuaq in 1936 and then moved +o Kuujjuaraapik.

in 1958. When Umiujoq was established in 1986, Joshua moved to this new

communier. He learned how to carve From wa+chinﬁ other carvers when he

was in his twenties. Joshua mosﬂy uses |lhuit culture as his incspira’rion and

theme. He carves using many different mediums such as antler, stone, and

harwhal Par‘-h;. But he Pre@er‘s to carve goapc;-+one os it is the easiest For

him.
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NUNAVIK

Lucassie Echalook was born in 1942 in a small hunting camp near Inukjuak. He
learned to carve after his fFather's death by observing Peter, Thomassie
Echalook's brother. Lucassie was mostly a carver, but he has also made

some prints that were included in the 1975 Arctic Quebec Print catalogue. In

the past, his main theme was hunﬁng scenes, but his later work includes spirits
and shamanic transformations. His work has appeared in exhibitions around
the world: North Americo, Fraonce and Korea. His work is also included in

collections at museums and golleries across Cahada.

‘Two Women Makir\g Throat Music'

1975
‘Man Makina Kudlik."
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Fun fact about the

artist

“Making a Bow"
2008



Noah Echalook was born in 194G on Elsie Island and is now living in Inuk juak. Noah
learned how to carve +hr'ough his uncle Lucassie Echalook. AHhouah he has
dlso done some Pr‘it’H'G, he is mainly a carver. His carvinas in his ear‘ly years
were mostly based on animals but later on, he exploited the theme of women
engoged in domestic activities. His work has been identified as 'super-redlism'

with distorted and amplitied Facial expressions but he aways pays a lot of
attention to detail. His First solo exhibition was at the Raven Gallery in

Minneapolis, Minnesota in the United States. Since then he has had exhibitions dll

over Canoda in Toronto, Ottawa, Winnepeg, and more.
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Fun fact about the artist




NUNAVIK

Aisa Amittu was born on SeP+ember G, 1951 in Puvirnitug He is a carver and

Germany, New York, France, and Spain.

printmaker. He started carving when he was very young loy watching his
Father, reknown artist Davidialuk: Alasua Amittu.  Aisa has mostly used dark
stone for his sculptures, but he has dlso used materidls like ivory aond antler.
He likes to make sculptures and prints related to Inuit Ieaends and myths.
Many of his pieces can be found in exhibitions around the world, in Belgium,

"Kaﬂu‘;laﬂuk" "Egﬁ Co\lec-l'ing"
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Fun fact about the artist

‘Ele Phan+"
1998



Joe Tdlirunii was born in 190G in Qugaaluk River comp and moved to Puvirhitug
where he spent the rest of his life. He is known for his carvings, his printing
and his drawings. In his carvings, Joe likes o use soapstone, string plastic,
wood and other materidls. He likes to explore the themes of animals such as
owls, boats and human Pigur‘e«;. He is best known for his migration scenes.
These scenes represent a chidhood experience in which a boating journey has

gone wrong,

"S+anc|inﬂ Woman"
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Fun fact about the artist

Stamp "Migra’rion"
976
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'Sedna With Otter"

of his work has been exhibited in countries like Canada, the United States,

the universi+y of British Colombia and also at the V\linnipea Art érallery.

Adamie Anautak. was born in 194G in Puvirnitug and moved to Akulivik later in his
ife. He is the son of the sculptor Lukasi Anauta, also From Puvirnitug. Some

France and Korea. His work is displayed at the Museum of Anthrropology at
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Fun fact about the artist




NUNAVIK

Mattiusi lyaituk. was born in 1950 in Cape Smith, but he has called Ivujivik. his
home for many years. He started carving when he took a chipped piece of
stone From his brother's carving Mattiusi likes to work with difFferent stones
such as marble, dark green serpentine and adldbaster. His inspiration is mostly
hunting and Fomiy life. since the late 1970's, he is considered more of an
abstract artist and likes to let people dream about what his carvings are
dbout. As the President of the Inuit Art Foundation For over 1 years, Mattiusi
has travelled around the world promoting Inuit art. He has taught workshops
oh carving in Siberia and Ching, among9+ other countries.

‘Woman Stretching skin'

"Young Fisherman Anticipating a Good Catch of Fish' 1996
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Fun fact about the

artist

"Whisﬂing ot Northern Li@h’rs"
1999-2000



NUNAVIK

"Hunhter and seal

Tivi lisituk was born in 1933 in Saluit. He started carving with the
encouragement of the Hudson Bay Company in the early 1950's. He would
carve in his free time when he was not hunting or Pl‘;hing. For his early
carvings, he mosﬂy used the Iiah+ grey stone From Kovik River. The theme
that kept coming back in his work was hunting.  Although carving was the main
techhique he used, Tivi diso did some prints. Tivi had 2 solo exhibitions in Ontario
and in New York and his sculptures are Kep’r in important national museums
thiroughout Canada.

u

nd 'Collecting Water*
nd.
1800 18.50 1990 1950 2090
I I I | +) I
| | | 1 -
) ] | 1
1825 1875 1925 1975 Today

25



Fun fact about the

artist

‘Woalrus Hunter'
2009
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Jobie Arnaitug was born in Kangigsujuaq in 1948 and Followed in his mother's
Poo+9+ep9 when he started carving, Jobie is hot only a sculptor, but he is adlso
a printmaker and a musician. His work is exhibited in Canada and in France.
His sculptures can dlso be Found in the Inuit Art Collection of the Canadian
Museumn of Civilization in Gatineau.
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Fun fact about the artist

‘Shadow of the Wolf'
1992
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Thomassie Kudiuk. was born in 1910 on the Ungava Peninsula but moved to
Kangirsuk when he was a child Thomassie was a carver and has adlso made
some dr'awinas. His work was humorous and unigue. He used grey stone
From Kangirsuk. and often used shoe polish to paint the carvings. Thomassie's
carvings are now held in many public collections thiroughout Cahaoda and the
United States. His work has also been exhibited around the world.

“Woman in Traditional Dress'
977

"Hur\+ing Scenes'
.'*‘ " o GRS | 955

O ' 1800 18.50 1900 19150 2000

I ! | —

NUNAVIK

] | ]
1825 1875 1925 1975 Today



Fun fact about the artist

“That Inuk He Fishes, the Water |s Deep ond When the Great Fish Takes the
Bait its Power Pulls Him Over and He Bumps His Head on the Wind Break"
976
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Daniel Ahhanack. was born in 1967 in Kanaiqsualuﬂuaq. He started carving at the
age of 14 or I5 by watching his Father carve. Because of a lack of
soapstone around Kangiqsualujuag, artists From that community would use
caribou antlers, which is the case for Daniel. He likes to carve animals and
scenes on antlers using bas-relief (a type of sculpture with less depth than a
reqular sculpture).

‘Pod of Beluga Whales'
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Fun fact about the artist

'Stories on the Land"

nd.
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Peter Morgon was born in 1951 and moved to Kangigsualujjuaq with his Pami\y in
the late 1950's. He started carving when he wos 12 years old by watching his
Father and was introduced to printmaking by his Fother-indaw when he was in
his 20's. Because of a lack of soapstone on the Ungava coast, Peter started
using caribou bone and antlers For his carvings. He dlso likes to use leather
strings, musk.ox horns, plastic, walrus tusks, baleen and sinew. His themes are
often on oral legends, Inuit culture and land aspects. It is possible to Find his
work in the Winnipeg Art Gallery and in the Canadion Museum of Civilization.

"‘Bird Feeding Young
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Fun fact about the artist

‘Untitled"
nd.
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